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We have had many connections to the land of our ancestors 
this year.  In September, our young intern from the K rössy 
Csoma Sandor Program returned to Hungary after helping 
inventory books and other museum items. In November, I at-
tended the III �“Diaspora Tanács�” meeting in Budapest where I 
learned of Hungary�’s strategic plan to connect and incorporate 
Hungarians in the Diaspora into the mother country.  We par-
ticipated in the Julianus Program - part of the strategic plan - 
which requests an inventory of the collections of various Hun-
garian organizations. Another portion of the plan is the Mikes 
Kelemen Program which seeks to receive books, letters and 
other archival materials owned by Hungarians living in the 
Diaspora; these items would be returned to Hungary after a 
determination of their intrinsic value to the homeland. This 
program started in February 2014.  Additionally, the govern-
ment encourages citizenship and has simplified the process to 
affect it.  It has a web-site for procedural instructions on the 
voting process. 
 
We further reached outward by pledging our support for a 
Hungarian Fulbright scholar at Cleveland State University for 
the 2014-2015 academic school year, and also pledged support 
for publishing a book on Cleveland Hungarians who served in 
the U.S. military since 1951.   
 
While reaching outside of our own organization, we simulta-
neously worked within the CHHS, following concrete steps 
outlined in a three year strategic plan adopted in 2012 by our 
Board. These steps are designed to strengthen the Heritage 
Society and allow it to fulfill its mission more effectively.  For 
example, we applied for and have received a grant to create a 
brand new website. 
 
As in the past, we need you to support us by your attendance 
at the Exhibits, Lecture Series, Vintner Dinners and other pro-
grams we extend to the public.  We need you to think of be-
coming a volunteer so that we can continue to keep our doors 

open. Your interest in us promotes our inquisitiveness to pro-
vide fresh ideas and presentations.  Your financial support 
helps us operate the Museum where all this is made possible.  
Remember, we are the heartbeat of Hungarian culture in 
Northeast Ohio.  Please continue to keep us so! 
 
================================= 
Kedves Barátaink és Támogatóink! 
Mint ahogyan az angol nyelv  beszámolómban is olvasható, 
egy nagyon mozgalmas évet hagyunk magunk 
mögött. Gondoljuk, többen velünk voltak ezeken a rendez-
vényeken a múltban és reméljük, hogy a jöv  évben is meg-
tisztelnek részvételükkel és támogatásukkal.  

Letter from the President, 
Éva Szabó 
 
Dear Friends of the Cleveland Hungarian 
Heritage Society, 
 

There is an expression in Hungarian, �“ugy 
szép az élet ha zajlik �“which basically means 
life is beautiful when it�’s dynamic.  As the 

months since our last Review have flown by, the various ac-
tivities and events at our museum have certainly been true to 
this saying.  Our museum, which invites the general public to 
observe and absorb our Hungarian culture and language, is the 
chief venue where we act out our mission of preserving Hun-
garian culture and history in Northeast, Ohio.  Our primary 

ways of presenting information to the public 
are through our Exhibits and Lecture Series.  
We have currently an exhibit called �“From 
Broadway to Hollywood�” which details the 
Hungarian composers of operettas and how 
these works interacted and influenced plays 
and musicals on Broadway and films in Hol-
lywood. This vast interactive exhibit was 
opened in July and the keynote speaker at the 

opening was Dr. Michael Miller, Ohio Light Opera Board 
member and president of the Operetta Foundation.  We en-
courage all to come and view either some of the films or slide 
presentations on these films at noon during our open days.   
 
Our Lecture Series has reached beyond the walls of the Mu-
seum to allow Hungary to connect with the Hungarian Ameri-
can organizations in the United States. 
 
Specifically, our September 14th program, The Hungary Initia-
tives Foundation, �“Hungary Reaches Out to the Diaspora�” 
addressed the aim of the Hungarian government to financially 
support Hungarian- American organizations. Dr. Tamás 
Fellegi, President of The Hungary Initiatives Foundation, 
explained how Cleveland area Hungarian organizations could 
benefit through grant support for programing, outreach into 
the broader American community, and exchange programs 
with Hungary.  The February 8, 2014 
program �”Re-Connect Hungary�” is about 
enticing young Hungarian Americans to a 
14 day visit to Hungary. This is a 
wonderful intiative by the Hungarian 
government.We also connected with a 
counterpart in New Jersey, the American 
Hungarian Foundation and Museum when 
director Gergely Hajdu Németh spoke 
about the Hungarian Museum in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey.  We heard about 
many parallels in our respective museums, both in our 
outreach and our challenges.    
 
In 2014 we turn to music again with distinguished scholar 
Prof. Peter Laki speaking about Hungary�’s contribution to the 
world of music, in conjunction with the Takács String Quartet  

and Roby Lakatos Ensemble, both performing in Cleveland in 
March and May respectively. 

Dr. Michael Miller   

Dr.  Tamás Fellegi 
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Ernie Mihály is a product of the Hungarian neighbor-
hood and community on Cleveland�’s east side, the 
youngest of 4 children. Growing up, he attended local 
schools, had a garden at Harvey Rice School, was ac-
tive in the Lutheran League, and performed in Hungar-
ian language dramatic plays such as Sári Bíró. His 
memories tell us about being faithful to his church (the 
First Hungarian Lutheran Church), of growing up 
among his people (East 122nd street), of marrying a 
Magyar girl, of serving his country in the Pacific, and 
of being a successful entrepreneur.  

But the real story that needs to be shared about Ernie is the 
story of his dedicated work in the maintenance and restora-
tion of the Hungarian Cultural Garden. Sometimes alone, 
sometimes with a few other volunteers, Ernie rototilled the 
soil, planted flowers, repaired the gate, and formed the 
Cleveland Cultural Gardens Restoration Committee. This 
formal organization enabled Ernie to collect donations and 
to use the funds to maintain the Garden. At a time when 
many of the gardens were neglected, and vandalism, weeds 
and trash were everywhere, Ernie worked to stem the tide 
of neglect until he could join forces with others in our Hun-
garian community. Today he continues to work so that the 
Garden will prosper and that it will continue to be a com-
pelling symbol of our Hungarian culture here in Cleveland. 
For this selfless work over decades, the Cleveland Hungar-
ian Heritage Society honored Ernest Mihály at its 2013 
Vintner Dinner. 

The 2013 Vintner Dinner honoree  
Ernie Mihály 

 
 

On April 12th come hear an exciting program featuring Mr. Marion Smith, Vice President of Strategic Devel-
opment of the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation (VOCMF) from Washington, DC. He will talk about the 
existing programs of VOCMF, and he will acquaint Clevelanders with the organization�’s ambitious, exciting plans to 
raise funds nationwide to create an International Museum on Communism on the Washington Mall.  

 
The museum�’s mission is one that is dear to Hungarian Americans among many others: to educate present 

and future generations about the crimes of communist regimes, and the suffering, heroism, and humanity of their vic-
tims.  
  

Interestingly, Hungary was the first country to donate $1 million toward building the IMC.  Mr. Smith has 
also spent a lot of time in Hungary in his role as President of the independent, non-partisan organization, TheCom-
mon Sense Society, which promotes civic engagement and entrepreneurship in Hungary and in the U.S.   

Edith Lauer 
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Greetings from Hungary!  
Our K rösi Csoma Sándor Intern sends a message! 

 
Kedves Barátaim! 
 
Az elmúlt egy hétben újra visszarázódtam a 
magyarországi ritmusba és szép élményekkel, jó 
érzéssel tekintek vissza az elmúlt clevelandi sz k fél 
évre.  
Szeretném megköszönni mindenkinek a segítségét, 
kedvességét, bizalmát, amiket kaptam, nem lehetett 
nagyon könny  egy azel tt sosem látott 
magyarországi embert befogadni a közösségekbe 
ismeretlenül. Személyesen sajnos nem tudtam 
mindenkit l elköszönni a sok teend  miatt, ezúton 
valamelyest pótolom.  
Köszönöm, hogy megismerhettem a közösségeket, 
sok jó élményemet mindig hangoztatni fogom Magyarországon a 
beszámolók, magánbeszélgetések során, örömmel mondhatom, van 
érdekl dés a clevelandi magyar közösségek iránt!  
A program folytatásával kapcsolatban semmi biztosat nem tudok 
mondani, csupán annyit, hogy lesz folytatás, talán hamarosan 
kiderül, milyen formában.  
Ha bármiben Magyarországról tudok segíteni, bátran lehet keresni 
engem ezen az emailcímen, örömmel állok rendelkezésre!  
Minden jót kívánok, még egyszer köszönök mindent! 
 
Üdvözlettel: 
Gyombolai Zsolt 
 

Wine Tasting for a Good Cause 
 
Part of the autumn scene in the Cleveland Hungarian American 
community is the Museum�’s annual Vintner Dinner. Its purpose is 
to benefit and support the work of the Cleveland Hungarian 
Heritage Society, and as a fundraiser, it is a fun event. This year�’s 
guest of honor was Ernie Mihály, whose selfless work to preserve 
and maintain the Hungarian Cultural Garden in Cleveland serves 
as an inspiration to all members of our community. Among the 
many guests we welcomed was Ferenc Kunim, who serves as the 
Deputy State Secretary for International Communications in the 
Prime Minister�’s Office.  
The evening began in the gracious reception room at the Shaker 
Heights Country Club, followed by dinner in the main dining 
room. Four of the five Hungarian wines served to our guests were 
new to Ohio, all of them made from handpicked grapes in some of 
Hungary�’s finest boutique vineyards. The wines included a fresh 
Királyleánka from the Mátra Mountains, a white wine from the 
Tokay hills, (Evolucio Furmint), then a rich white Zöld Veltelini 
( a wine rated 90 points by Grapeline), and a deep red cabernet 
sauvignon from Attila Gere�’s vineyard in the Villány region. To 
cap the meal off, a delicious 3 puttony Tokaji Azsu from the 
famous Disznók  Winery was served with dessert. 
Dancing began with a wonderful performance by the Viennese 
dancers from the Gottshier Club. Their gracful rendition of one of 
the world�’s lovliest dances made everyone eager to get onto the 
dance floor. Harmonia supplied the music for dancing.  
We are grateful that so many of our supporters attended this 
evening, and we look forward to seeing everyone at this coming 
Vintner Dinner! 
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THE CLEVELAND HUNGARIAN  HERITAGE SOCIETY 

A sincere thank-you to all the donors listed who contributed to our 3 year,  
2010-2012, Sustaining Fund Campaign!  

And to those donors who requested that their donations remain anonymous, 
 we thank you for your support. Every gift of every size had a positive impact  

on our ability to meet the rise in our occupancy cost. 

Dr. Albert Ament 
Agnes Bacon 
Rosemary Balazs 
Jim and Carolyn Balogh 
William Bardossy 
Adam Bay 
Balazs and Carol Bedy 
Lillian Bees 
Piroska Beodray 
Dr. Otto Bernath 
Zoltan and Klara Bocsay 
Louis Bodnar 
Imre and Aniko Bogardy 
Laszlo and Gyorgyi Bojtos 
Louis Borzy 
Betty Bower 
Drs. Glenn and Jenny Brown 
George Buza 
Elizabeth Cibulas 
Dr. Eddie Cinti 
Daniel Corrigan 
Sigmund Csicsery 
Ibolya Daroczy 
Andrew and Andrea Darula 
Dan and Clare Demetzky 
Hedwig Devenyi 
Maria Dolesch 
Zsolt Domotorffy 
Agnes Pek Dover 
Gyula and Marti Farkas 
Sandor Farkas 
Shirley Ferenczy 
Marta Fordos 
Dr. Peter Forgach 
Gus and Mary Frics 
Otto Friedrich 
Fulbright Program 
Laszlo and Agnes Fulop 
Dr. Katherine Gatto 
Janos Gereby 
Dr. Andrew Gross 
George and Kati Gulden 
 

Dr. John P. Gyekenyesi 
William and Nancy Homoly 
Ted Horvath 
Michael Horvath 
Clara Hunkar 
George and Olivia Huzau 
Csaba Incze 
Eva Ivanyi 
Thomas and Judit Jackovics 
Aniko Kalnoki 
Joe Kamenar 
Laszlo Kemes 
Allen Kengon 
Alex and Hajnal Kezdi 
Agnes Kiraly 
Dr. Franciska Kiraly 
Bela and Erzsi Kovats 
Ilona Kozmon 
John and Karen Kozsey 
Ewald Kundtz Jr. 
Irene Kusmierz 
Ladanyi Foundation 
Rebecca Lasky 
John and Edith Lauer 
Andrew and Andrea Lazar 
Sandor Leitgeb 
Mary Carol Lewis 
Dr. Steven Luczek 
Dr. Andrew Ladanyi 
Emery and Paula Marcus 
Zoltan and Marcia Mestrits 
Elmer and Andrea Meszaros 
Magdalene H. Meszaros 
Mary Jane Molnar 
Maria Mueller 
Dr. John and Gabriella Nadas 
Dr. Endre Nagy 
Attila Nemeth 
Julia Nolan 
Daniel Olah 
John Palasics 
Dr. Klara Papp 
Miklos and Ildiko Peller 
Eszter Persanyi 

Anna Pinter 
Dr. Marta Pereszlenyi-Pinter 
Tibor Prokay 
Tamas and Val Ratoni-Nagy 
Anne Robinson 
Peter and Katalin Roethler 
Steve Safran 
Dr. Andrea Daroczy-Saliba 
Steven and Dorothy Sekeres 
Julius Skerlan 
Tom and Kori Smith 
Eva Szabo 
Zoltan and Zsuzsanna Szabo 
Maria Szabo memorial donations 
Laszlo Szakallas 
Laszlo and Eva Szantho 
Steve and Zsuzsa Szappanos 
Karoly and Zsuzsa Szelpal 
Pal and Juci Szentkiralyi 
Endre and Eszti Szentkiralyi 
Marta Takacs 
Istvan and Lisa Tamoga 
Dr. Alan and Laura Tartakoff 
Klara Thurner 
Judit Torma 
Dr. Istvan Toth 
Jane M. Toth 
Dr. Steven and Timea Turoczi 
John and Mary Lou Uray 
Annamaria and Laszlo Varga 
Laszlo and Csilla Varga 
Sandor Varga 
John Veres 
Joseph and Anita Veres 
Susan Versenyi 
Agnes Viragh 
Katalin Voros 
Dolores Vuyancih 
Allen and Mary Ann Waddle 
William Penn Association 
Charles and MaryAnn Wilson 
John and Judy Yesso 
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Young people have always 
been welcome at our 
Museum; school classes, 
daycare classes, college 
students, scouts, and young 
Hungarian baseball players- 
and many more have come 
through our doors.  But a 

special day is set aside for just 
children each year in 
December, and this past 
December we saw over 18 
youngsters with their toddler 

siblings come to our Annual 
Children�’s program. The 
program�’s theme was 

Storytelling, an important 
pastime during the winter 
evenings in Hungary�’s 
villages. Our young guests 
heard a legend of the 
ancient Magyars, a story 
about the beloved King 
Mátyás, and a fun folktale 
about the Lamb with the 

Golden Fleece. Each story station came with a hands-on 
activity, along with a wonderful craft table designed to keep 
little hands busy. The ever popular mézeskalács cookie 
decorating table was a big hit this year- as always. Members 
of Hungarian Boy Scout Troop 14 performed a traditional 
nativity play (Bethlehemes) for our guests. 

Children at the Museum 

The highlight of the 
afternoon was a visit by 
St. Nicholas (Mikulás 
Bácsi), dressed in his 
bishop�’s robe and 
bringing with him treats 
for each child.  As he 
listened attentively to the 
children, they one-by-one 
answered his questions 
while many parents and 
grandparents smiled to 
themselves  remembering 
the times that Mikulás Bácsi came by their home and left 
something in a pair of shoes placed on a window sill. 
We invite you to bring a youngster to our Museum next 
year so that they too can experience some of the rich 
traditions that make up the fabric of Hungarian culture. 

 

 



 This and that �… about the Museum �… 
 
Play Ball! Once again the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society 
participated in Hungarian Heritage Night at the Lake County Cap-
tains Ballpark. Organized by Andrew Grover of the Captains Base-
ball team, this fun event in June combined America�’s favorite pas-
time with a distinctly Magyar flavor�…presentation of the Hungar-
ian flag, singing of the Hungarian National Anthem, Hungarian 
folk dancing, and Hungarian food. Our own CHHS contributed to 
the festivities by offering to face paint Hungarian folk designs and 
ancient runic writing on the cheeks and hands of willing fans who 
passed by our table. As you can see in the photograph, we were 
mobbed! The fireworks after the game were spectacular too!!  

 

Group visitors 
are always a 
great treat for 
us, especially if 
they come from 
out of town. We 
welcomed the 
Hungarian 
Club of Dayton 
who spent a 

Saturday morning 
browsing through our 
collection, and tasting 
some delectable Hun-
garian pastry.  
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From our Guest Book�…. 
 

Marvelous talk and presentation by Mike Miller.   
July, 2013 
 
Beautiful museum- thank you for all your help.  
Brook Park Seniors 
 
Szép gy jtemény �— reméljuk sokáig megmarad.  
2013, Budapest, Hungary 
 
Thanks for the tour and information! 
 Bernard Grant 
 

Truly enjoyable, I will be visiting again!  
Bad Ems, Germany 
 
It is a treasure!  
Sarolta 
 
Gratulálunk! Nagyon érdekes a Múzeum és lélekemel . 
Varró Sándorné  
 
Nagyszer  élmény volt, hogy itt lehettem!  
László Éva, Kézdivásárhely, Székelyföld 

 

In July, the CHHS sponsored a bus trip to Wooster, Ohio to see the 
Ohio Light Opera production of Johann Strauss�’s The Gypsy Baron. 
What fun we had to and from the opera, eating lunch and drinking 
wine on the bus! After a wonderful performance, we came back to 
Cleveland and had a catered dinner at the Hungarian Scout Center. 
The excursion was made extra special, because our group was able to 
listen to a pre-performance talk on the Gypsy Baron given by Dr. 
Michael Miller, an authority on operetta.  
 
Our Board member, Mary Jane 
Molnár, was honored at the Hun-
garian Association�’s Ball in Novem-
ber. Mary Jane was commended for 
her service as president of the 
Northeast Ohio Hungarian Cultural 
Center, as well as her work with our 
Hungarian Museum. Her willing-
ness to help many Magyar causes is 
well known. She was joined as an 
honoree by Endre Csomán of the 
William Penn Fraternal Association.  
 

We gratefully acknowledge two very generous monetary gifts 
recently received from Ms. Katinka Dömötörffy and Drs. Glenn and 
Jeanette Brown.  

We are always touched by the gra-
cious generosity of people who 
think of us when planning the fu-
neral of their loved ones. A special 
thanks to the family of Miklós 
Nagy who asked that in lieu of 
flowers, donations in memory of 
Miklós be made to the Museum.  

Every once in a while, we catch a 
visitor standing by an item in our 
collection, and just looking at it 
with a fond smile�…such was the 
case with Annamaria Varga, who 

was nice enough to allow a snapshot to be taken of her standing next 
to this dress that was on display at the Museum.  
 
How inspiring is it, when a member of our Board can research infor-
mation that answers inquiries we receive through the internet, or on 
the phone! Steve Szappanos, President Emeritus of the Museum, has 
done exactly that, and the Museum received a very generous dona-
tion as a gesture of gratitude for his work. Pista Bá, as he is fondly 
called by many of us, is a very tenacious man, and his willingness to 
go the extra mile on behalf of the Museum is a fine example to all of 
us who volunteer of what it means to take on a project and to do it 
well. 
 
Finally, we appreciate every effort made to support our work. A rela-
tively simple way to help the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society 
is to designate us as a Payable On Death beneficiary on your bank 
or savings account, or as a designated beneficiary on a life insurance 
policy, as well as a beneficiary in your Last Will and Testament.  

 



  Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society 
   P.O. Box 24134 
   Cleveland, OH 44124 
 
    

CLEVELAND HUNGARIAN HERITAGE MUSEUM 
is located on the second level of  the 
Galleria at Erieview, 1301 East 9th Street, Cleveland 
 

The Review is a publication of the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage 
Society and Museum. 
 

It is published periodically for members and patrons. Membership 
rates are $25 per person, $45 per couple (to senior citizens $20 sin-
gle and $25 per retired couple) yearly. Organizational membership 
for libraries, schools and government agencies is $100 initial fee 
and $20 thereafter yearly. 
 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER: Board of Directors�—All rights re-
served. No portion of this publication may be reprinted or repro-
duced in any manner without prior permission. 

Save the Date �…  
The Museum is open for your enjoyment on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 11-3.  

We are open from 11 a.m. on those Saturdays when we have programming; on Mondays by appointment only.  
  
Saturday, March 15: a presentation by Mr. Peter Laki, Associate Prof. of Music at the Bard Conservatory of Music,  
in Annendale, NY. His talk is entitled, �“Hungary, a musical super-power�”. This presentation also promotes and introduces 
 the Takács String Quartet, who will be performing in Cleveland on the 17 and 18th of March. 
 
Saturday, April 12: a presentation by Marion Smith, Executive Director of the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation. 
(Please see the article discussing this presentation inside the Review). 

All presentations begin at 2 pm. Parking in the Galleria Garage is $3 on Saturdays. 
 
Wednesday, May 21 at noon: Volunteer Appreciation Lunch. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE! 
 

The Museum is open to the public four days a week: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 11 am to 3 pm.  
It is also open from 1 to 4 pm on Saturdays when programs have been scheduled. On days when we are closed, we are happy 

to open the Museum for special guests and visitors. Please call ahead.                                                  
 

Consider becoming a volunteer. We are looking for people who can devote one or two days a month, four hours a day, to 
serve as docents and Gift Shop volunteers. 

 
Please share your email address with us. We are trying to assemble an email mailing list so that we can better communicate 

with our members and friends.                                                       
  Send your email to the CHHS email address: magyarmuzeum@hotmail.com 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 
Please consider becoming a member of the Cleveland 
Hungarian Heritage Society. For information regarding 
membership, please contact Ms. Judith Torma at 1121 
Fresno Drive, Westlake, Ohio  44145 (telephone at 
440-333-4390) or simply call the Museum at 216-
523-3900. Your annual membership helps support our 
efforts to preserve our Hungarian Heritage and culture 
here in Northeast Ohio. We sponsor many programs, 
including educational programs; we support the arts 
with quality exhibits; we provide a venue for research 
with an extensive library. 

 

Save  the Date!  
2014 Vintner Dinner 

will be on 
Saturday, September 27 

We would love to have you join us! 


