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It has been many months since The Review has come to your 

home, and the reason for this is very simple: the Museum had 

to close its doors late last summer, remodel a new space, move 

into that new space, and then arrange its collection, library and 

gift shop for its Grand Opening. This spring, on April 12th, we 

marked a wonderful day of celebration, welcoming so many of 

our members and friends to the opening of our new Museum 

space. Proclamations, words of congratulations and ribbon 

cutting by members of Cleveland’s Hungarian American and 

ethnic community added to the day’s festivities.  As our guests 

once more had the opportunity to walk through the Székely 

gate, they saw the result of many months of planning and 

remodeling: new touch screen computers in the exhibit space, 

new oak library shelves, and lovely displays of merchandise in 

the Gift Shop. The visitors drank champagne and tasted savory 

bites of Hungarian hors d’oeuvres, they viewed the new 

special exhibit on the Fall of Communism in Europe, which 

featured the role that Hungary played in this most dramatic 

burst of liberation in 20th century Europe.  

The new space serves as a way for the Museum to introduce 

Hungarian culture to those who walk by its doors during their 

lunch break, or on the way to an appointment. The beautiful 

window displays invite window shoppers to walk in, and many 

of them end up viewing the exhibits and spending time in the 

library.  

The Museum invites all of our readers to visit us in our new 

home on the First Floor of the Galleria at Erieview in 

Downtown Cleveland. The days we are open remain the same 

as they were when we were located on the Second Floor: 

Tuesdays through Fridays, 11-3, and on Saturdays when we 

have programs from 12 noon. Upon special request, we are 

always willing to open the Museum for you when you are in 

town! 

A New Beginning 
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Letter from the President, 
Éva Szabó 
 

Dear Readers and Supporters of the Museum! 
 

In the last issue of the Review, you read about 

the challenges that the Museum faced regarding 

a prospective move. You also read that it 

looked upon this opportunity “to grow and ex-

pand its activities.” Know that we have met the challenge. In 

2014 till the present, we executed a mass of activity. A new web-

site was developed; we organized a bus trip to Wooster to see 

Kálmán’s operetta, we submitted and received two grants, we 

wined and dined at the 19th Vintner Dinner, and we presented six 

lectures and a Children’s Program. 

 

All the while, we were planning for a move from January, 2014 

onwards. We closed on August 31, packaged our wealth and 

moved into the new facility in December. It was a monumental 

task!  During the year, we worked not only on the physical ap-

pearance of the Museum, but also on our internal structure. We 

changed to a new credit card company to save some money. We 

created a new budget, welcomed new Membership and Volunteer 

Committee chairs. We selected two new young members to re-

place two valuable members whom we lost through death. We 

honor the memory of Mary Lou Uray and Laszlo Zala. 

 

We supported a pledge for the new Hungarian Fulbright scholar 

and gave some backing to a military book written by one of the 

Cleveland Hungarian community members. Finally, as we moved 

along with a new lease, engineering plans, coordination among 

three major sections within the Museum and their heads, we had 

a very successful Grand Opening of the new site on April 11, 

2015. You will read details of these within these pages. 

 

We worked with the Körösi Csoma Sándor and Mikes Kelemen 

Programs from Hungary to build bridges with the Hungarians and 

our Cleveland Hungarian communities. 

 

We were successful because you were there to support us every 

step of the thirty years of our existence. We have embarked on 

another 30 years. Our Board is an operating Board. This means 

that we do all the work. We are the engineers, the designers, the 

bookkeepers, the artists. We fill or find people to fill all the roles 

necessary to produce results. We find committed individuals who 

keep the Museum open for your enjoyment as well as that of the 

public. We hope you stay with us as we work to keep this Mu-

seum your Museum for the next 30 years. Show us your commit-

ment by putting your mark on the New Beginning Campaign. 

Kedves Olvasók és Muzeum Támogatók! 

 

A Review utolsó számában beszámoltunk a Múzeum 

költozködési terveiről. 2O14-től a mai napig hi-

hetetlen sok aktivitást vittünk végbe.  Egy új honla-

pot kreáltunk.  Sikeres volt a Woosteri kirán-

dulásunk, amikor Kálmán operettját láttuk.  Három 

beadvány közül kettőt megkaptunk, a 19-ik borkos-

tolót ünnepeltük, hat előadást kínáltunk és a karác-

sonyi gyermekprogramot vezettük le. 

 

2O14 január óta készülünk a költözködésre. Augusz-

tus 31-én bezártuk a múzeumot  és decemberben át-

költöztünk az új helységbe.  Igazán emberfeletti 

munka volt.  Nemcsak a fizikai részén de a belső 

szerkezeten is dolgoztunk.  Egy új vállalathoz folya-

mattunk hogy kevésbé költséges legyen a kasszai 

kiadásunk.   Új költségvetést állítottunk fel, új tagsági 

és önkéntesi vezetők léptek szolgálatba.  Két új fiatal 

tag helyettesít két értékes tagunkat, akiket elhalálozás 

miatt elveszítettünk: Uray Mary Lou és Zala László. 

 

Alátámasztottunk egy felajánlást egy új Magyar Ful-

bright ösztöndíjas érdekében és egy katonai könyv 

létrehozására amit egy clevelandi magyar közösségi 

tagunk írt.   

 

Nyitásunk az új helységben 2O15. április 11-én 

nagyon is sikeres volt.  Erről az eseményekröl tudnak 

többet olvasni ebben a Review különböző oldalain. 

 

Összedolgoztunk a magyországi Kőrösi Csoma Sán-

dor és a Mikes Kelemen programokkal, ezáltal 

kapcsolatot építve a magyarok és a clevelandi mag-

yar közösségek között. 

 

Sikerrel jártunk mert önök minden lépésünket 

alátámasztották.  Beléptünk most egy újabb 3O évbe.  

Bizottságunk egy működtető bizottság ami annyit 

jelent, hogy mi végezünk minden munkát ami a 

múzeumhoz fűzödik.  Reméljük velünk tartanak, 

hogy ez a múzeum további 3O évre az önök 

múzeuma maradjon.  Kérjük elkötelezettségüket fe-

jezzék azáltal ki, hogy allátámasztják az Új 

Kezdeményezési  Kampányt.     
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You really just don’t know how hard it is to make a big 

move from one location to another until you have 

actually completed the move. It took months of 

preparing, planning and packing to get ready for the 

Museum’s move to its new space in the Galleria. Even 

though we were going to a location that was within the 

same building, the logistics of relocating a Museum’s 

collection, library and gift shop inventory was every bit 

as challenging as if we had moved to a different city! 

There were so many Board members and Volunteers who 

helped in this project, and the Museum and its members 

owe them a debt of gratitude. Although it was a very 

snowy day in February, some of our volunteers and 

Board members were able to make the „Thank-you” 

luncheon prepared in their honor. The result of all the 

hard work is clearly visible in our new space, where a 

new exhibit, updated permanent exhibits, a sparkling gift 

shop and a beautiful library welcome our visitors.  

 

Moving In 

This and that….  
Our guest book is an interesting testament to the diversity of visitors who come into our Mu-

seum. People from Ecuador, Taiwan and Hungary cross our threshold, as well as high school 

choir members on tour from Alabama, a Franciscan brother from Texas, and members of 

Hathaway Brown School’s summer camp. Among our enthusiastic visitors who came through 

our Székely Gate, was a young couple from St. Louis, Missouri, recently married and on their 

way home from vacation. The wife is Indian and the husband is Magyar, and their interest and 

respect for each other’s culture was wonderful to see. They 

purchased some items from the Gift Shop to share with the 

Indian relatives they were planning to visit on their way home, 

including some Kate Seredy books for two young nieces. This 

is what being open and welcoming to the public is all about. 

This is also what having a presence on the web can do for a 

museum such as ours. 
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Reconnect Hungary Participants  
Visit Our Museum!  

By Miklos Boros 
 

On Thursday, May 21, local participants of the ReConnect 

Hungary program visited the museum as part of a “Sightseeing 

Tour of Hungarian Cleveland,” organized by program alumnus 

and former museum volunteer Nicholas (Miklós) Boros, who 

participated in the program last summer. ReConnect Hungary 

is a birthright program for young American and Canadian citi-

zens between the ages of 18-26 who have Hungarian ancestry. 

The primary aim of the program, which is organized by the 

Hungarian Human Rights Foundation in New York City and is 

supported by various Hungarian-American organizations and 

the Government of Hungary, is to strengthen the Hungarian 

identity of participants and their connection to their ancestral 

homeland through educational lectures, meetings with busi-

ness leaders, and visits to government offices and cultural at-

tractions.  
 

This year, four participants from the Greater Cleveland area 

were selected to participate in the program. The three partici-

pants who were able to participate in the tour were Andrew 

Boros of Parma, Alexandra (Ali) Petrulis of Parma Heights, 

and Joshua Sturgess of Medina. The first stop on the sightsee-

ing tour was the historic Buckeye neighborhood, where Fr. 

András Antal and Miklós gave a tour of St. Elizabeth Church 

and its museum. After looking at other extant buildings previ-

ously occupied by Hungarian churches and organizations on 

Buckeye Road, the group traveled to University Circle, where 

they visited the Kossuth Statue in the David E. Davis Sculp-

ture Garden. The Hungarian Cultural Gardens was the next 

stop on the tour. There, participants explored the garden while 

Miklós informed them about its history.  
 

Following a quick lunch in the 

Galleria, the group headed to 

the museum, where Magdi 

Mészáros led a private tour for 

the guests. The participants 

learned about the history of the 

museum, viewed the permanent 

exhibits, toured the library, and 

explored the new exhibit on the 

fall of communism in Hungary. Magdi informed the three col-

lege students of the many research topics that they could ex-

plore using the library’s collections and invited them to return 

anytime. The three participants, none of whom had ever vis-

ited the museum, were very impressed with its collections and 

expressed their intent to return after their trip in Hungary.  
 

After the museum, the group walked to the nearby Mindszenty 

Plaza and then visited Tommy’s Hungarian Pastries in Lake-

wood, where they enjoyed pogácsa and strudel. The day ended 

with a Hungarian dinner at the Boros residence. Miklos’s pur-

pose in planning this event was to provide the new local par-

ticipants with an opportunity to meet before their arrival in 

New York City and to give them a glimpse of the richness of 

Hungarian community life in the Greater Cleveland area.  

ANNUAL MEETING—By Magdalene Meszaros 
 

(The Review details the activities of the Cleveland Hungarian 
Heritage Society (CHHS) on a continuing basis. The report 
presented below is made here in accordance with Article 3.02 of 
the Bylaws of the CHHS to inform the membership of the results 
of the Annual Meeting. Report by: Dr. Magdalene Meszaros, 
Nominations Committee Chairman.) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society 

(CHHS) was held on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 in the Hungarian 

Heritage Museum located in the Galleria at Erieview. Andrea 

Lazar served as Elections Chairman and called upon certain 

officers and advisors of the CHHS to give their reports to the 

membership. President Eva Szabo, Treasurer Andrew Strada, 

Endowments Chairman Elmer Meszaros,  Exhibits Director 

Andrew Lazar and Tax Advisor Eva Szabo presented their reports. 
 

Following the presentation of reports, the Elections Chairman 

proceeded with the elections process. The following officers were 

elected: Eva Szabo, President; Alex Kezdi, Vice President; 

Andrew Strada, Treasurer; and, Marianne Zala Gondolfo, 

Secretary. 
 

The following persons were elected to serve three year terms on 

the Board of Directors: Lou Borzi, Otto Friedrich, Elizabeth 

Kovats, George Kozmon, Zoltan Mestrits, Kori Smith, Csilla 

Varga, Laszlo Varga, and Sanyi Varga. The newly elected officers 

and directors of the CHHS were sworn in by Magdalene Meszaros.  

PLEASE NOTE! 
Our Gift Shop has many wonderful tems for sale, including 

vintage Hungarian embroidery, delicious paprika products, fun 

mugs and t-shirts for adults and children. Gift items include 

porcelain, pottery and art work. We would be remiss if we did-

n’t mention that the second edition of our cookbook, Jó Ét-
vágyat, is also available for sale.  
 

Please visit our new website: clevelandhungarianmuseum.org. 

You can browse the site for links to many topics relating to 

Hungary and the Hungarian American community; you can 

share the children’s 

corner with a young-

ster; you can see 

what is currently on 

exhibit as well as 

read about past pro-

grams and exhibits. 

Please keep “in 

tune” to the latest 

Museum news by 

going online. Our new website was funded in part by a gener-

ous grant from the Hungary Initiatives Foundation. 

In Memorium 
 

This past year, the Museum lost two vital members of its Board, 

Mary Lou Uray and Laszlo Zala. Mary Lou was co-chair of our 

Vintner Dinner Committee, and Fundraising Committee, and 

Laszlo devoted many hours as a volunteer at the Museum as well 

as acting as an engineering consultant for our electrical needs. 

Both Mary Lou’s and Laszlo’s commitment to and support of our 

mission was critical to our success, and they will be missed.  
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Drinking wine for a good cause is a very Magyar 

thing to do. Whether celebrating a wedding, a 

good harvest, or good fellowship, Hungarians en-

joy lifting up a glass of wine to toast these events. 

Our annual Vintner Dinner gives our guests a 

chance to do just that: lift up a glass of good Hun-

garian wine to toast the Museum and each other! 

The 2014 Vintner dinner was held at the Shaker 

Heights Country Club where our guests enjoyed 

fine wines produced by some of the best boutique 

vineyards in Hungary. Harmonia provided music 

throughout the evening, and our guests had the 

opportunity to further support the Museum by 

purchasing raffle tickets and bidding on silent 

auction items. 

 

A special “Thank You” goes out to everyone who 

attended this event or made donations to support 

this event. The Vintner Dinner is our only fund-

raising function, and part of our annual budget 

depends on the funds we raise.  

So, we invite everyone to join us next October, 

when we raise our glasses again in support of our 

“Heartbeat of Hungarian Culture in Northeast 

Ohio”! 

 

 

Tasting Wine for the Museum’s Benefit 



6 

For many years now, Mikulás Bácsi (Saint Nicholas) has visited the 

Museum on the second Saturday of December as children gather for 

our Annual  Children’s Program. He comes in his beautiful bishop’s 

robe, and brings with him the traditional gifts that children in 

Hungary receive from him: candy, chocolates, a small orange, 

gingerbread cookie, and he even picks up some candy canes , a 

touch of American seasonal sweets! This past December, 30 

children and the adults who brought them shared in hands on 

activities designed to help children learn about Hungary’s 

geography. From placing pictures on to a floor map of Hungary 

designed by our Board Member George Kozmon, to playing 

matching card games and assembling scrabble tiles to read 

Hungarian city names, the children had a first rate opportunity to 

play and learn about Hungary. Our young guests also decorated 

home made honey cookies (mézeskalács), and played Hungarian 

group games. The members of Hungarian Boy Scout Troop 14 

performed a traditonal Nativity Play (Betlehemes), an old village 

custom that many of the parents and grandparents remembered. 

Mark your calendars now! December 12, 2015 is the date of the 

next Children’s Program. Give the gift of culture to a favorite 

youngster in your life!! 

Mikulás Bácsi Comes to the Museum’s Children’s Program Library Corner 
By Dr.Magdalene H. Meszaros,  

Director of the Library and Archives. 

 

 

The Library and Archives of the Cleveland Hungarian Heri-

tage Society (CHHS) are located at the back of the Hungar-

ian Heritage Museum – in the northwest corner. Here we 

have reconfigured the space making it more “user friendly” 

and creating an attractive space in which to browse and/or do 

research. 

 
Thanks to a grant from the Hungary Initiatives Foundation, 

we purchased twenty oak bookcases (32 x84) which line the 

north, east and south perimeters. The bookcases are now 

provided with subject headings and the shelves are labeled. 

Down the center of the library space, we have utilized our 

old double- sided bookcases (54x60) in two rows of three 

units in each row. Most of these shelves are now also la-

beled. 

 
As you walk in the door, the area at the front of the Library 

is a more open space. Here there is a round table with four 

chairs. Along the west wall there are black lateral file cabi-

nets (housing archival materials) which allow materials to be 

attractively displayed on tops of the cabinets. The walls in 

this area are white slat walls which are ideal for display pur-

poses. Some parts of the library collection are placed in this 

area. In addition, this area can be used to complement the 

special exhibitions of the Hungarian Heritage Museum with 

relevant materials from our library collection. 

 
Our current special exhibition in the Museum is entitled 

“The End of the Cold War: The Fall of Communism in Hun-

gary and Eastern Europe. “ The library displays add to the 

understanding of this exhibition. A copy of Anne Apple-

baum’s Iron Curtain:The Crushing of Eastern Europe 1944-

1956 (which details communist takeovers in Hungary, Po-

land and East Germany) along with a summary of events in 

these three countries (developed last year by our intern from 

Hungary, Mihaly Bodor) are to be found on the table. Se-

lected materials relating to the Hungarian communist experi-

ence and the regime of Matyas Rakosi are presented on the 

on the shelves. Our collection of materials related to the 56 

Freedom Fight are especially extensive.) Also displayed on 

slat walls are materials given to us by our Polish friends re-

lating to the Katyn massacre/Smolensk air disaster. With 

respect to the East German experience we have on display a 

CD entitled “The Lives of Others” (Das Leben der Anderen) 

along with an interview in the National Review (April 

7,2008) with the writer and director, Henckel von Donners-

marck. The star of the film Ulrich Muhe suffered intensely 

under the East German regime and this too is described in 

the article. 
 

In future issues I will discuss the Special Books collection on 

the other side of the Library wall as well as other topics of 

interest.  

 



 

Our programs are a source of community enrichment for 

many Hungarians and Americans living in Northeast Ohio. 

Our audiences are able to hear and see a wide variety of 

presentations on topics ranging from Hungarian composers 

to the current political climate in Hungary. Let us briefly 

review the programming we had at the Museum since our 

last issue of The Review.  This past year’s programming was 

funded in part by a grant from the Cleveland Hungarian 

Development Panel.  
 

We began in September when we welcomed 

Dr. Gergely Gulyás, one of three vice 

presidents of the Hungarian Parliament who 

summarized the various legislative initiatives 

that the Hungarian Parliament was considering 

and how they related to the 

economic and social welfare needs of the 

nation. The audience had the opportunity 

to ask questions and there was a lively 

exchange of ideas. The next program 

featured two educators, Dr. Rita 

Gárdosi, Fulbright scholar at Cleveland 

State University, and Piroska Táborosi, 

whose presentation on education in Hungary 

since 1989 was well received. This year the 

winter in Cleveland saw many snow storms hit 

the shores of Lake Erie, but 

despite that challenge, a core 

group of dedicated Hungarian 

Americans attended Dr. 

Zsuzsa Papp Aylker’s presentation 

describing the mission and programs 

sponsored by the Rákóczi Foundation, 

giving young people of Hungarian heritage 

living as minorities in the Carpathian Basin a chance to 

spend time in Hungary during the summer months. 

Following this program, the Museum hosted a round table 

discussion featuring two young presenters. Mirielle Thomas 

Winings shared her experiences of visiting Budapest and 

s o m e  o f  H u n g a r y ’ s 

entrepreneurial successes with 

her MBA class from the 

Wea the rhe ad  Sch oo l  o f 

Management at Case Western 

Reserve University, and Miklós 

Boros, student at Cleveland State 

University, described the 

impressions of Hungary that he 

gained by being the first young 

person from Cleveland to 

participate in the ReConnect Hungary Program. After these 

presentations, Fr. Tamás Forrai, S.J., who was visiting 

from Budapest, gave his Hungarian language presentation on 

the challenges and successes of religious based schools in 

Hungary. The audience had access to an English language 

outline of his presentation.  
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I Kiss Your Hand Many Times is a compelling story about a 

Hungarian diplomat and his Jewish wife during the tumultuous 

times of WWII and its aftermath in Hungary, 

written by their daughter Marianne Szegedy

-Maszák. Ms. Maszák shared her parents’ 

story with the audience and signed copies of 

her books, which is cur-

rently available in the Mu-

seum’s Gift Shop. The 

final program was held on May 9th, and for 

this event, the Museum hosted its audience 

in the Erieview Room, next to the new Mu-

seum space. Dr. Endre Szentkírályi pre-

sented his research on the Cleveland Hun-

garian immigrant community from 1951 to 

the present. His research also had a very unique element to it, 

and that was his work on gathering data on Hungarian Ameri-

cans who served in the U.S. 

armed forces during the pe-

riod of 1951 to the present. 

His presentation was fol-

lowed by a one-of-a-kind cul-

tural experience, a presenta-

tion of modern Hungarian 

fashions for 

women show-

casing Hungar-

ian folk motifs. 

This use of 

folk art in de-

signing contemporary women’s clothing has 

been designated as a part of Hungary’s cultural 

heritage and wealth. This designation is referred 

to as Hungarikum, and Ms. Tünde Hrivnák’s 

designs have merited this title. 
 

What does Hungarian “Diaspora” mean? And 

how does it impact us, living outside of Hun-

gary? That  question was answered on a March weekday eve-

ning, when Board member Edith Lauer and President Eva 

Szabo described the policy of the Hungarian government’s 

outreach toward Hungarians living outside of Hungary.  

Members of Cleveland area Hungarian organizations were 

invited to hear about Hungary’s outreach toward Hungarians 

living outside of Hungary. The goal is to promote programs 

that support Hungarian immigrant communities throughout the 

world. This focus on Hungarians living in the Diaspora has 

benefited our Museum in ways that are exceptional: we have 

enjoyed the services of an intern sponsored by Hungary’s 

Kőrössy Csoma Sándor Program for two years, and are 

looking forward to welcoming our third intern this coming 

autumn. While this informative evening was not part of our 

lecture series, it was well attended and of great value for 

members of our local Hungarian American community. 

Programming at the Museum 
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Save the Date …  
 

Join us as we celebrate 30 years of being the heartbeat of Hungarian culture in Northeast Ohio!  

Our annual Vintner Dinner will be held on  

Saturday, October 17th 

Good Hungarian wine is always a part of our event. 

A Viszontlátásra! 

 
 

Please visit our new website at  
clevelandhungarianmuseum.org  

It is a good way to stay in tune with our activities.! 
 

 
 

Consider becoming a volunteer. We are looking for people who can devote one or two days a month, four hours a day, to 

serve as docents and Gift Shop volunteers. 
 

Please share your email address with us. We are trying to assemble an email mailing list so that we can better communicate 

with our members and friends.  

Send your email to the CHHS email address: hungarianmuseum@att.net 
 

 

 

BECOME A MEMBER 
Please consider becoming a member of the Cleveland 

Hungarian Heritage Society. For information regarding 

membership, please contact Sandor Varga, 8923 

Creekwood Drive, Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147 

(telephone at 440-526-9340) or simply call the Mu-

seum at 216-523-3900. Your annual membership 

helps support our efforts to preserve our Hungarian 

Heritage and culture here in Northeast Ohio. We spon-

sor many programs, including educational programs; 

we support the arts with quality exhibits; we provide a 

venue for research with an extensive library. 

The Museum is open on Tuesdays through Friday, 
11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

We are  open on those Saturdays when programming is scheduled. 
If you can only visit us on a day when we are not open, please call 

us at 216-523-3900, and let us know. We will do our best to find 
someone who will meet you at the Museum and show you around. 

Groups are also welcome!  
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